
METS
THIRD RIDER DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

1. Third riders must be appropriately dressed either in standard uniform or professional 
appearing clothing. Closed toe, low heel shoes must be worn.  Hair must be tied back if 
longer than the collar and must be neat in appearance.  Jewelry is restricted to wedding 
bands and wristwatches.

2. All third riders are restricted to patient confidentiality.   They will not discuss any part of 
the patient condition or transport to any non-medical personnel or any medical personnel 
not directly responsible for patient care.

3. Third riders will wear gloves for all patient contact no matter how minor.

4. Third riders will follow OSHA regulations for Bloodborne Pathogens.  If the third rider is 
unfamiliar with these regulations, they will seek guidance from the paramedic when 
faced with any potential blood or body fluids prior to handling the patient.

5. No eating, drinking, chewing of gum, applying cosmetics or lip balm, or handling of 
contact lens is permitted in the patient compartment of the ambulance.

6. Third riders will wear seat belts at all times.

7. Third riders are under the direction of the Senior Medic on the ambulance, and will 
follow his/her instructions at all times.  Question and answer sessions are encouraged 
when appropriate to patient care.

8. Third riders are not permitted to operate the stretcher in any form when loaded with a 
patient.

9. Third riders are not permitted to act as a primary "lifter" when moving patients.

10. Third riders are not permitted to act as a primary "lifter" when loading isoletts.

11. Third riders are permitted to utilize their Basic Life Support Skills with the expressed 
consent and in the presence of the Medic providing patient care.

12. Third riders who are not students and who do not possess any medical certifications or 
license will not provide any patient care, but may be allowed to observe.

13. Appropriate attitude, behavior and language will be utilized at all times by the third rider 
during the ride out.  A third rider may be asked to leave the ride out at any time at the 
discretion of either Medic if the rider's attitude, behavior, or language is inappropriate. 
Third riders riding out to satisfy EMT certification criteria will be reported to the 
appropriate preceptor and may or may not be allowed to reschedule the ride out based on 
the decision of the preceptor.



METS
THIRD RIDER DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

1. Third riders are not allowed to drive the ambulance or operate any of the lights or sirens. 
He/she will be allowed to operate ambulance equipment necessary to patient care upon 
instruction from and in the presence of the Medic providing patient care.

I, _____________________________________ (print name) understand the above outlined 
duties and responsibilities. I agree to adhere to them and to reflect positively upon myself, the 
organization I represent and METS while being allowed to ride out on the ambulance.

THIRD RIDER _________________________________  Date______________
                          (signature)

PRECEPTOR___________________________________  Date______________
                         (signature) 

METS
THIRD RIDER ORIENTATION

Vehicle:

__________ Locking doors

__________OSHA regulations

__________Seatbelt operation

__________Proper entry and exit from ambulance

__________Location and operation of equipment to be utilized 

__________Third Rider Release Form signed

__________Third Rider "Duties and Responsibilities" Form signed
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